








FY24 Budget Requests
BIE Line Items that Provide Operational Funding to BIE-Funded, Tribally-Controlled Schools

Line Item
Santa Fe Indian School 
FY24 Budget Requests

Bureau of Indian Education 
FY24 Budget Requests

Indian School Equalization 
Program (ISEP)

$705 Million
(minimum of $545 Million)

$508.7 Million

Education Facility 
Operations

$109 Million 
(moved to forward-funding)

$83.5 Million

Education Facility 
Maintenance

$97.5 Million 
(moved to forward-funding)

$76.5 Million

Student Transportation
$73 Million $74.1 Million

Tribal Grant Support Costs
$105 Million

(reclassified as mandatory funding)
$98.7 Million

(reclassified as mandatory funding)



Upholding Federal Trust and Treaty Responsibilities

• move Education Facilities Operations and Maintenance to forward funding?
• reclassify Tribal Grant Support Costs as mandatory funding?
• provide Advance Appropriations for BIE line items?
• reclassify BIE line items as mandatory funding?

FUNDING STABILITY: What steps can we take to:

• remedy historical underfunding and funding disparities?
• achieve funding parity?

FUNDING LEVELS: What steps can we take to:



A Decade of 
Underfunding

$2.2 Billion Lost 
(Criteria: Public School Parity)

$617 Million Lost 
(Criteria: Pay/ Inflation Parity)



Questions: Determining Adequate ISEP Funding Levels

• What is FY25 Funding Parity for ISEP? 
• $840 - $879 Million (Public School Parity Range)

• $587 Million (3.5% Inflation Parity)

• $560 Million (Teacher Pay Parity/1.5% Inflation Parity)

• According to the OPBM 638 Pay Cost Data Call presentation, “Tribes are 
entitled to the same rate of pay increase as federal employees. (P.L. 93-638).” 

• Do BIE’s fixed costs include the same rate of pay increases that federal employees 
receive for all tribally-controlled school employees (i.e., non-teachers/academic counselors)?
NOTE that BIE fixed costs included pay increases to ensure teacher and academic counselor DODEA pay parity.





Impact of Underfunding Facilities Operations & Maintenance

Underfunding of Facilities Operations & Maintenance

Deferred Maintenance Underfunding & Backlog

Decreased Building Lifespan

Increased Need for School Replacements



Questions: Facilities Operations & Maintenance

• Is the BIE Request for Facilities O&M based on the calculated need for 
all BIE-funded education facilities?

• What is the formula for determining the calculated need?

• When was the formula last updated to account for building 
conditions, inflation, etc.? How is it updated?

Line Item
Santa Fe Indian School 
FY24 Budget Requests

Bureau of Indian Education 
FY24 Budget Requests

Education Facility 
Operations

$109 Million 
(moved to forward-funding)

$83.5 Million

Education Facility 
Maintenance

$97.5 Million 
(moved to forward-funding)

$76.5 Million
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