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The National Congress of American Indians 
Resolution #ABQ-03-070 

 
 
Title: Federal Recognition for Six States Recognized Indigenous Indian Tribes 

in the Commonwealth of Virginia 
 

WHEREAS, we, the members of the National Congress of American Indians 
of the United States, invoking the divine blessing of the Creator upon our efforts and 
purposes, in order to preserve for ourselves and our descendants the inherent 
sovereign rights of our Indian nations, rights secured under Indian treaties and 
agreements with the United States, and all other rights and benefits to which we are 
entitled under the laws and Constitution of the United States, to enlighten the public 
toward a better understanding of the Indian people, to preserve Indian cultural values, 
and otherwise promote the health, safety and welfare of the Indian people, do hereby 
establish and submit the following resolution; and 
 

WHEREAS, the National Congress of American Indians (NCAI) was 
established in 1944 and is the oldest and largest national organization of American 
Indian and Alaska Native tribal governments; and 
 

WHEREAS, the health, safety, welfare, education, economic and 
employment opportunity, and preservation of cultural and natural resources are 
primary goals and objectives of NCAI; and 

 
WHEREAS, the NCAI urges Virginia’s Governor Mark R. Warner, the 

Virginia Congressional delegation, and all members of the Congress to support H.R. 
1938 and S 1423; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Thomasina E. Jordan Federal Recognition Act of 2000 
(currently H.R. 1938 and S 1423) will grant Historical Congressional Federal 
Recognition of the six recognized tribes (Chickahominy, Eastern Chichahominy, 
Nansemond, Monacan Nation, Upper Mattaponi, Rappahannock), in the 
Commonwealth of Virginia; and 
  

WHEREAS, Historical Federal Recognition will give the tribes their rightful 
place in the history of Virginia from the inception of this country in 1607; and 
 

WHEREAS, Virginia can right a long overdue injustice to the eight 
recognized Indian tribes by supporting the efforts for Congressional Historical Federal 
Recognition; and 
 

WHEREAS, Historical Federal Recognition will give the Indians autonomy 
through the Treaty of 1677 with Virginia Indians and Virginia; and 

 
 



NCAI 60th Annual Session                                                                                   Resolution #ABQ-03-070 

 
Page 2 of 2 

WHEREAS, recognition is about housing for those who can’t afford it, economic 
development to provide sufficient funds to make the tribes self-sustaining, health services, 
especially for the elderly, and educational opportunities for the young people; and 

 
WHEREAS, recognition is about honoring our ancestors; and 
 
WHEREAS, having state recognition does not give the tribes of Virginia the lawful right 

to rebury their ancestors taken from their graves during excavations from long ago that are 
currently housed in museums, colleges, and Virginia Department of History. 
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the NCAI does hereby send a copy of 
this resolution to the Governor, eleven Congressmen, and two Senators of Virginia to take all 
necessary steps forthwith to support H.R. 1938 and S 1423 of the eight state recognized tribes in 
Virginia in their quest for Historical Congressional Federal Recognition; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution shall be the policy of NCAI until it 

is withdrawn or modified by subsequent resolution. 
 

 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 
 
The foregoing resolution was adopted at the 60th Annual Session of the National Congress of 
American Indians, held at the Albuquerque Convention Center, Albuquerque, New Mexico, on 
November 21, 2003 with a quorum present. 
 
 
 

____________________________ 
President 

 
ATTEST: 
 
 
____________________________ 
Recording Secretary 
 
Adopted by the General Assembly during 60th Annual Session of the National Congress of 
American Indians, held in Albuquerque, New Mexico, from November 17-21, 2003. 

 


