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The National Congress of American Indians 
Resolution #FTL-04-016 

 
TITLE: Educational Institutions Requiring the Verification of Tribal Member 

Status when Considering Native Preference 
 

WHEREAS, we, the members of the National Congress of American Indians 
of the United States, invoking the divine blessing of the Creator upon our efforts and 
purposes, in order to preserve for ourselves and our descendants the inherent 
sovereign rights of our Indian nations, rights secured under Indian treaties and 
agreements with the United States, and all other rights and benefits to which we are 
entitled under the laws and Constitution of the United States, to enlighten the public 
toward a better understanding of the Indian people, to preserve Indian cultural values, 
and otherwise promote the health, safety and welfare of the Indian people, do hereby 
establish and submit the following resolution; and 
 

WHEREAS, the National Congress of American Indians (NCAI) was 
established in 1944 and is the oldest and largest national organization of American 
Indian and Alaska Native tribal governments; and 

 
WHEREAS, we have a great concern in the Native community that some 

people applying to colleges and graduate schools, and taking positions in educational 
institutions are dishonestly identifying themselves as Native American and 
educational intuitions are not doing any due diligence to confirm this assertion; and  

 
WHEREAS, for example, statistics given by law schools indicate that between 

1990 and 1999 2,306 Juris Doctorates were issued to students whose schools 
identified them as Native American; and  

 
WHEREAS, in 1990 the census bureau reported that there are 1,502 Native 

American lawyers in the United States; and  
 
WHEREAS, according to the 2000 census bureau report there are 1,730 

Native American lawyers in the United States, an increase of only 228 Native 
American lawyers despite statistics from the law schools indicating that they 
graduated 2,306 Native American Juris Doctorates between 1990 and 1999; and 

 
WHEREAS, these statistics are so far apart that many of the persons law 

schools identified as Native American could not have been; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Supreme Court in Grutter v. Bollinger found that there was a 

compelling state interest in having diversity in the classroom; and 
 
WHEREAS, if the state interest in diversity is so compelling as to get past the 

14th Amendment's prohibition of the use of race there must be an equally compelling 
state duty to assure that it is getting the diversity it seeks and reports. 
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NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the NCAI does hereby call upon all 
educational institutions to consult with Federally recognized tribes or the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
to assure that student, faculty and staff applicants claiming Native American heritage are in fact 
individuals of Native American ancestry and heritage. 

 
 

 
CERTIFICATION 

 
The foregoing resolution was adopted at the 61st Annual Session of the National Congress of 
American Indians, held at the Greater Fort Lauderdale/Broward County Convention Center, Fort 
Lauderdale, Florida on October 10-15, 2004 with a quorum present.   
 
 
 

____________________________ 
President 

 
ATTEST: 
 
 
____________________________ 
Recording Secretary 
 
Adopted by the General Assembly during the 2004 Annual Session of the National Congress of 
American Indians, held from October 10th to the 15th at the Greater Fort Lauderdale/Broward 
County Convention Center in Fort Lauderdale, Florida.   

 


