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THE NATIONAL CONGRESS OF 
AMERICAN INDIANS 

 
RESOLUTION #SD-02-022 

 
Title: A Resolution Supporting a Reduction in the Scope and Breadth of 
 Grants Monitoring Activities Conducted by HUD in the Northwest 
 Region 
 

WHEREAS, we, the members of the National Congress of American 
Indians of the United States, invoking the divine blessing of the Creator upon our 
efforts and purposes, in order to preserve for ourselves and our descendants the 
inherent sovereign rights of our Indian nations, rights secured under Indian 
treaties and agreements with the United States, and all other rights and benefits to 
which we are entitled under the laws and Constitution of the United States, to 
enlighten the public toward a better understanding of the Indian people and their 
way of life, to preserve Indian cultural values, and otherwise promote the health, 
safety and welfare of the Indian people, do hereby establish and submit the 
following resolution; and 
 

WHEREAS, the National Congress of American Indians (NCAI) was 
established in 1944 and is the oldest and largest national organization of American 
Indian and Alaska Native tribal governments; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Native American Housing Assistance and Self 
Determination Act of 1996 (NAHASDA), P.L. 104-330, was passed by the United 
States Congress to provide low income housing for Indian families and recognized 
the right of tribal self-determination, its preamble stating its purpose as, “…to 
provide Federal Assistance for Indian tribes in a manner that recognizes the right 
of tribal self-governance…”; and 
 
 WHEREAS, NAHASDA block grant programs place responsibility on 
the Indian tribes, not on the Department of Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD); and 

 
WHEREAS, NCAI members believe that HUD’s role as stated in 

NAHASDA is to conduct “reviews” of tribal housing program administration, not 
intensive field audits which has been the case in the Northwest region only, over 
the past 12 months; and 
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 WHEREAS, NCAI believes the current scope and breadth of the Grants Monitoring 

review process being undertaken by the Northwest Office of Native American Programs, and likely 
other ONAP offices in the near future, intrudes upon a tribe’s sovereignty, right to self 
determination, and government-to-government relations. 
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the NCAI does hereby support a 
request to the National American Indian Housing Council, the Affiliated Tribes of Northwest 
Indians, and other regional tribal housing associations and organizations to join with NCAI in 
respectfully requesting that HUD re-examine its role under NAHASDA with respect to the scope 
and breadth of current Grants Monitoring activities and revise its procedures to be consistent with 
the spirit of NAHASDA and apply them in a reasonable and uniform standard; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution shall be the policy of NCAI until it 
is withdrawn or modified by subsequent resolution. 
 

 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 

The foregoing resolution was adopted at the 2002 Annual Session of the National Congress 
of American Indians, held at the Town and Country Convention Center, in San Diego, California on 
November 10-15, 2002 with a quorum present. 
 
 

_______________________________  
Tex Hall, President 

ATTEST: 
 
 
  
Juana Majel, Recording Secretary 
 
 

Adopted by the General Assembly during the 2002 Annual Session of the National Congress 
of American Indians, held at the Town and Country Convention Center, in San Diego, California on 
November 10-15, 2002. 
 


