U/

S

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

PRESIDENT
Brian Cladoosby
Swinontish Indian Tribal Conmunnity

FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT
Randy Noka
Narragansett Tribe

RECORDING SECRETARY
Robert Shepherd
Sisseton Waljpeton Oyate

TREASURER
Dennis Welsh
Colorado River Indian Tribes

REGIONAL VICE-
PRESIDENTS

ALASKA

Jerry Isaac
Tanana Chiefs Conference

EASTERN OKLAHOMA
S. Joe Crittenden
Cherokee Nation

GREAT PLAINS
Leander McDonald
Spirit Lake Tribe

MIDWEST
Aaron Payment
Sanlt Ste. Marze Tribe of Chippewa Indians

NORTHEAST
Lance Gumbs
Shinnecock Indian Nation

NORTHWEST
Fawn Sharp
Quinanlt Indian Nation

PAcIFIC
Rosemary Morillo
Soboba Band of Mission Indians

ROCKY MOUNTAIN
Ivan Posey
Eastern Shoshone Tribe

SOUTHEAST
Ron Richardson
Haliwa-Saponi Indian Tribe

SOUTHERN PLAINS
Stephen Smith
Kiowa Tribe of Oklaboma

SOUTHWEST
Manuel Heart
Ute Monntain Ute Tribe

WESTERN
Arlan Melendez
Reno Sparks Indian Colony

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Jacqueline Johnson Pata
Tlingit

NCAI HEADQUARTERS
1516 P Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20005
202.466.7767

202.466.7797 fax

www.ncai.org

NATIONAL CONGRESS OF AMERICAN INDIANS

The National Congress of American Indians
Resolution #ATL-14-068

TITLE: Support for the Establishment of Cooperative Relationships Regarding
International Institutions Housing Native American Human Remains,
Funerary Objects, and Items of Cultural Patrimony

WHEREAS, we, the members of the National Congress of American Indians
of the United States, invoking the divine blessing of the Creator upon our efforts and
purposes, in order to preserve for ourselves and our descendants the inherent sovereign
rights of our Indian nations, rights secured under Indian treaties and agreements with
the United States, and all other rights and benefits to which we are entitled under the
laws and Constitution of the United States, to enlighten the public toward a better
understanding of the Indian people, to preserve Indian cultural values, and otherwise
promote the health, safety and welfare of the Indian people, do hereby establish and
submit the following resolution; and

WHEREAS, the National Congress of American Indians (NCAI) was
established in 1944 and is the oldest and largest national organization of American
Indian and Alaska Native tribal governments; and

WHEREAS, the protection of sacred places and objects including the remains
of our ancestors is of paramount concern for tribal nations in fulfilling our sacred
duties to honor these ancestors; and
>

WHEREAS, the United States passed the Native American Graves Protection
and Repatriation Act which in its subsequent implementation has led to the
establishment of many successful partnerships between tribal governments, museums,
and other institutions that have housed items of cultural significance to the tribes; and

WHEREAS, the United Nations adopted the Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples in 2007 which contains in article 12 language that addresses these
concerns about the desecration of our burial sites and human remains, and states the
intentions of the United Nations Member States to work internationally to redress the
past and continuing abuse of our ancestral human remains, funerary objects, and items
of cultural patrimony; and

WHEREAS, at the 2012 Annual Convention, NCAI’s membership adopted
Resolution #SAC-12-008, Support for International Repatriation, expressing support
for tribes engaging in international repatriation efforts and requested the President and
Congress to address these ongoing issues; and

WHEREAS, tribal nations have established a working relationship with the
Karl May Museum of Germany and other institutions; and
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WHEREAS, these relationships have initiated a process of educating these institutions that
objects in their collections are not just of historical significance but that they also have a continuing
spiritual and cultural life for tribes and their citizens; and

WHEREAS, these institutions have expressed a desire to have a broad showing of support
from tribal nations and intertribal organizations for to continue this work and create new
partnerships with affected tribes.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that NCAI reaffirms Resolution #SAC-12-008,
Support for International Repatriation, and furthermore supports member tribes, such as the Sault
Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians and other tribal nations, in their efforts to repatriate from
international repositories through collaborative and diplomatic avenues; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution shall be the policy of the NCAI until
it is withdrawn or modified by subsequent resolution.

CERTIFICATION

The foregoing resolution was adopted by the General Assembly at the 2014 Annual Session of the
National Congress of American Indians, held at the Hyatt Regency Atlanta, October 26-31, 2014 in

Atlanta, Georgia, with a quorum present.
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