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NATIONAL CONGRESS OF AMERICAN INDIANS

The National Congressof American Indians
Resolution #RAP-10-028

TITLE: To Support Legislation to Build a Memorial to Honor the Achievements
and Contributions of American Indian/Alaska Native and Native
Hawaiian Veteransin the United States

WHEREAS, we, the members of the National Congress of American Indians
of the United States, invoking the divine blessing of the Creator upon our efforts and
purposes, in order to preserve for ourselves and our descendants the inherent sovereign
rights of our Indian nations, rights secured under Indian treaties and agreements with
the United States, and all other rights and benefits to which we are entitled under the
laws and Constitution of the United States, to enlighten the public toward a better
understanding of the Indian people, to preserve Indian cultural values, and otherwise
promote the health, safety and welfare of the Indian people, do hereby establish and
submit the following resolution; and

WHEREAS, the Nationa Congress of American Indians (NCAI) was
established in 1944 and is the oldest and largest national organization of American
Indian and Alaska Native tribal governments; and

WHEREAS, the Consgtitution of the United States, through the Treaty,
Commerce, and Apportionment Clauses and the 14" Amendment, recognizes the
sovereign status of Indian Tribes as Native nations established prior to the United
States; and

WHEREAS, Indian tribes are governments that pre-date the United States
and, through the Indian Commerce Clause and the Treaty Clause, the Constitution of
the United States recognizes the status of Indian tribes as sovereigns; and

WHEREAS, nationwide recognition of the contributions of American
Indian/Alaskan Native and Native Hawaiian veterans to the United States will
encourage self-esteem, pride, and self-awareness in Native Americans about the
significant role their ancestors and heritage have played in the formation of the freest
country in the world, the United States; and

WHEREAS, American Indians/ Alaskan Native and Native Hawaiian per
capita serve at a higher rate in the Armed Forces than any other group of Americans
and have served with valor in all of the Nation's wars from the Revolutionary War
through Operation Iragi Freedom; and

WHEREAS, the service of American Indian/ Alaska Native and Native
Hawaiian veterans should be honored by memoria statues of Native American
veterans, including the Code Talkers, and historical American Indian/ Alaska Native
and Native Hawaiian Chiefs and Tribal Leaders on the grounds of the Smithsonian
Museum of the American Indian; and
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WHEREAS, the United States' Apology, to American Indian/ Alaska Native and Native
Hawaiian Veterans should be acknowledged by a memoria plague and computer kiosk detailing
the contributions of American Indian/ Alaska Native and Native Hawaiian veterans, the history of
Federal-Indian Tribe Relations, including the history of Indian treaties and the historical
background of the Apology, at the Smithsonian National Museum of the American Indians.

NOW THEREFORE BE |IT RESOLVED, that the NCAI does hereby support
legislation that establishes a statuary memorial for American Indian/ Alaska Native and Native
Hawaiian veterans, including:

e The Code Takers, Medal of Honor recipients, and Historical American Indian/ Alaska
Native and Native Hawaiian Chiefs and Tribal Leaders on the grounds of the
Smithsonian Museum of the American Indians; and

e A display memorializing the Apology to American Indian/ Alaska Native and Native
Hawaiian Veterans, including:

0 An outdoor computer kiosk detailing the contributions of American Indian/
Alaska Native and Native Hawaiian veterans; and

0 The history of Federal-Indian Tribe Relations, including the United States
government-to-government relations with Indian tribes; and

o History of Indian treaties and the historical background of the Apology, at the
Smithsonian National Museum of the American Indians; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, sad legidation should affirm the Apology to Native
Peoples as set forth in the 2010 Defense Appropriations Act and call upon the President to make
the Apology known to the American people through a public ceremony, which includes:
American Indian/ Alaska Native and Native Hawaiian veterans and tribal leaders; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, said legidation should affirm Public Law No. 111-33
and amending Section 3 thereof by adding a new subparagraph (5) calling upon people of the
United States to honor “the contributions of American Indian/ Alaska Native and Native
Hawaiian veterans, including the Code Talkers, and American Indian/ Alaska Native and Native
Hawaiian Chiefs and Tribal Leadersto the United States, our history, society and culture;” and

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that this resolution shal be the policy of NCAI until
withdrawn or modified by subsequent resolution.
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CERTIFICATION

The foregoing resolution was adopted by the General Assembly at the 2010 Mid-Y ear Session of
the National Congress of American Indians, held at the Rushmore Plaza Civic Center in Rapid
City, South Dakota on June 20-23, 2010, with a quorum present.

President
ATTEST:

Sfoth

rding Secretary
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