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NATIONAL CONGRESS OF AMERICAN

The National Congress of American Indians
Resolution #PSP-09-002

TITLE: Increase Colorectal Cancer Screening

WHEREAS, we, the members of the National Congress of American Indians
of the United States, invoking the divine blessing of the Creator upon our efforts and
purposes, in order to preserve for ourselves and our descendants the inherent sovereign
rights of our Indian nations, rights secured under Indian treaties and agreements with
the United States, and all other rights and benefits to which we are entitled under the
laws and Constitution of the United States, to enlighten the public toward a better
understanding of the Indian people, to preserve Indian cultural values, and otherwise
promote the health, safety and welfare of the Indian people, do hereby establish and
submit the following resolution; and

WHEREAS, the National Congress of American Indians (NCAI) was
established in 1944 and is the oldest and largest national organization of American
Indian and Alaska Native tribal governments; and

WHEREAS, NCAI is dedicated to addressing the health needs and concerns
of Indian people; and

WHEREAS, American Indian and Alaska Native people suffer in greater
than expected numbers from many cancers; and

WHEREAS, there is strong evidence that American Indians and Alaska
Natives in some regions have higher colorectal cancer rates than the general
population; and

WHEREAS, there is also strong evidence that American Indian and Alaska
Native people in some regions are dying more from colorectal cancer than the general
population; and

WHEREAS, colorectal cancer is one of the most preventable of cancers and
therefore Indian people are suffering and dying needlessly from this disease.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the NCAI will advocate for
increased funding for education, prevention, and prompt treatment of colorectal cancer
screening at all tribal, Indian Health Service, and urban Indian clinics.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution shall be the policy of
NCAI until it is withdrawn or modified by subsequent resolution.
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NCAI 2009 Annual Session Resolution PSP-09-002

CERTIFICATION

The foregoing resolution was adopted by the General Assembly at the 2009 Annual Session of the
National Congress of American Indians, held at the Palm Springs Convention Center in Palm
Springs, California on October 11-16, 2009, with a quorum present.
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