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NATIONAL CONGRESS OF AMERICAN INDIANS

The National Congress of American Indians
Resolution #REN-08-007

TITLE: Tribes United in Opposition of the Keystone Pipeline Project and
Presidential Permit for the Purpose of Mitigation Settlements

WHEREAS, we, the members of the National Congress of American Indians
of the United States, invoking the divine blessing of the Creator upon our efforts and
purposes, in order to preserve for ourselves and our descendants the inherent
sovereign rights of our Indian nations, rights secured under Indian treaties and
agreements with the United States, and all other rights and benefits to which we are
entitled under the laws and Constitution of the United States, to enlighten the public
toward a better understanding of the Indian people, to preserve Indian cultural values,
and otherwise promote the health, safety and welfare of the Indian people, do hereby
establish and submit the following resolution; and

WHEREAS, the National Congress of American Indians (NCAI) was
established in 1944 and is the oldest and largest national organization of American
Indian and Alaska Native tribal governments; and

WHEREAS, the Department of State issued a federal permit for the
TransCanada Keystone Pipeline even though mandated government to government
with Native Nations were still ongoing; and

WHEREAS, the Department of State is the lead federal agency, and is
responsible for negotiations with Indian Tribes and comments regarding the
Programmatic Agreement; and

WHEREAS, Indian Tribes are consulting parties to the TransCanada
Keystone Pipeline Project, and the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation shall
ensure ongoing and meaningful consultation and technical assistance with all parties;
and

WHEREAS, some tribes may have specific cultural, historic, and
environmental concerns, including treaties, previous treaty lands, present and past
infrastructure, that this project presents a definite potential environmental hazard to;
and

WHEREAS, this project shall comply with section 106 of the National
Historic Preservation Act as codified in 16 USC 470.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the NCAI requests that full
consultation does take place and issues of importance to tribes are settled to their best
interest, and even to assist in avoidance of key areas and assure in some cases
mitigation is in the best interest of tribes; and
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution shall be the policy of NCAI until it
is withdrawn or modified by subsequent resolution.

CERTIFICATION
The foregoing resolution was adopted by the General Assembly at the 2008 Mid-Year Session of

the National Congress of American Indians, held at John Ascuaga’s Nugget Hotel and Casino in
Reno, Nevada on June 1-4, 2008, with a quorum present.
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