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NATIONAL CONGRESS OF AMERICAN INDIANS

The National Congress of American Indians
Resolution #T UL -04-097

TITLE: In Support of Elevation of the Director of Office of Indian Education,
Department of Education to an Assistant Secretary Position

WHEREAS, we, the members of the National Congress of American Indians
of the United States, invoking the divine blessing of the Creator upon our efforts and
purposes, in order to preserve for ourselves and our descendants the inherent
sovereign rights of our Indian nations, rights secured under Indian treaties and
agreements with the United States, and all other rights and benefits to which we are
entitled under the laws and Constitution of the United States, to enlighten the public
toward a better understanding of the Indian people, to preserve Indian cultural values,
and otherwise promote the health, safety and welfare of the Indian people, do hereby
establish and submit the following resolution; and

WHEREAS, the National Congress of American Indians (NCAI) was
established in 1944 and is the oldest and largest national organization of American
Indian and Alaska Native tribal governments; and

WHEREAS, approximately 582,000 (93%) American Indian and Alaska
Native students attend public schools administered by the United States Department of
Education; and

WHEREAS, In June 2003, U.S. Secretary of Education Roderick Paige, who
was appointed by President George W. Bush, exercised his discretionary authority
delegated to him by the U.S. Congress, and elevated the Department of Education’s
Office of Indian Education to its highest level ever, so that the Office no longer
reported to the Office of Elementary and Secondary Education but instead reported
directly to the Office of the Deputy Secretary; and

WHEREAS, the Office of Indian Education within the Department of
Education was established to support the efforts of local educational agencies, Indian
tribes and organizations, postsecondary institutions, and other entities to meet the
unique educational and culturally related academic needs of American Indians and
Alaska Natives so that these students will not be left behind; and

WHEREAS, in March 2005, the Secretary of Education announced the intent
to move the Office of Indian Education to report to the Office of Elementary and
Secondary Education; and

WHEREAS, by permanently elevating the Office of Indian Education and
establishing an Assistant Secretary of Indian Education within the Department is a
priority of national Indian organizations for many years.



NCAI 2005 Annual Session Resolution TUL-05-097

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the NCAI does hereby strongly
recommend the establishment of an Office of an Assistant Secretary of Indian Education within
the Department of Education, and until that Office is established, NCAIl recommends placement
of the Office of Indian Education within the Office of the Deputy Secretary; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that NCAI encourages DOI to work with both BIA
operated and tribal grant schools on school improvement efforts and training; and

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that this resolution shall be the policy of NCAI until itis
withdrawn or modified by subsequent resolution.
CERTIFICATION

The foregoing resolution was adopted at the 2005 Annual Session of the National Congress of
American Indians, held at the 62" Annual Convention in Tulsa, Oklahoma on November 4, 2005

with a quorum present.

Joe Wesi dent

ATTEST:

JuanaMagjel, Recording Secretary
Adopted by the General Assembly during the 2005 Annual Session of the National

Congress of American Indians held from October 30, 2005 to November 4, 2005 at the
Convention Center in Tulsa, Oklahoma.
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