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The National Congress of American Indians 
Resolution #MOH-04-023 

 
TITLE:  Use of Tribal Fish Consumption Rates by the Environmental Protection 
Agency 

 
WHEREAS, we, the members of the National Congress of American Indians 

of the United States, invoking the divine blessing of the Creator upon our efforts and 
purposes, in order to preserve for ourselves and our descendants the inherent 
sovereign rights of our Indian nations, rights secured under Indian treaties and 
agreements with the United States, and all other rights and benefits to which we are 
entitled under the laws and Constitution of the United States, to enlighten the public 
toward a better understanding of the Indian people, to preserve Indian cultural values, 
and otherwise promote the health, safety and welfare of the Indian people, do hereby 
establish and submit the following resolution; and 
 

WHEREAS, the National Congress of American Indians (NCAI) was 
established in 1944 and is the oldest and largest national organization of American 
Indian and Alaska Native tribal governments; and 

 
WHEREAS, the NCAI believes it is important to protect tribal cultural and 

natural resources on and off reservation lands; and  
 
WHEREAS, tribal cultural and natural resources, including fish, are affected 

by activities on and off reservation lands; and  
 
WHEREAS, toxic contamination in fish is found in water bodies across the 

nation; and  
 
WHEREAS, Native Americans consume fish at much higher rates than 

average Americans and are therefore subject to higher levels of risk from toxic 
contamination in fish; and  

 
WHEREAS, the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 

historically has not considered tribal fish consumption rates when making cleanup 
decisions, establishing or approving water quality standards, and setting discharge 
permit limits; and as a result, EPA decisions have subjected Native Americans to 
greater health risks than the average American; and  

 
WHEREAS, the EPA should, consistent with the EPA’s trust responsibility to 

federally recognized tribes, use fish consumption rates appropriate to tribal consumers 
when it makes cleanup decisions, establishes or approves water quality standards, sets 
discharge permit limits, and makes other decisions affecting tribes; and  
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WHEREAS, the EPA should also gather the information and develop the tools necessary to 
better understand the relative contribution of various sources of contamination in river systems to 
the concentration of toxics in fish in order to develop appropriate cleanup levels, remediation 
activities, water quality standards, and emission limits that protect tribal health and the environment.   

 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the NCAI does hereby request and 

encourage the EPA to use fish consumption rates appropriate to tribal consumers when making 
cleanup decisions, establishing or approving water quality standards, setting discharge permit limits, 
and making other decisions affecting tribes. 

 
BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that the NCAI does hereby request and encourage the EPA 

to gather the information and develop the tools necessary to better understand the relative 
contribution of various sources of contamination in river systems to the concentration of toxins in 
fish. 

 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 

The foregoing resolution was adopted at the 2004 Mid-Year Session of the National Congress of 
American Indians, held at the Mohegan Sun Hotel and Casino, Uncasville, CT on June 23, 2004 
with a quorum present. 

 
 

 
____________________________ 
President 

 
ATTEST: 
 
 
____________________________ 
Recording Secretary 
 
Adopted by the General Assembly during the 2004 Mid-Year Session of the National Congress of 
American Indians, held at the Mohegan Sun Hotel and Casino, in Uncasville, CT on June 23, 2004. 
 


