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NATIONAL CONGRESS OF AMERICAN INDIANS

The National Congress of American Indians
Resolution #ABQ-03-010

Title: Support Regulatory Authority for Indian Housing Risk Pools

WHEREAS, we, the members of the National Congress of American Indians
of the United States, invoking the divine blessing of the Creator upon our efforts and
purposes, in order to preserve for ourselves and our descendants the inherent
sovereign rights of our Indian nations, rights secured under Indian treaties and
agreements with the United States, and all other rights and benefits to which we are
entitled under the laws and Constitution of the United States, to enlighten the public
toward a better understanding of the Indian people, to preserve Indian cultural values,
and otherwise promote the health, safety and welfare of the Indian people, do hereby
establish and submit the following resolution; and

WHEREAS, the National Congress of American Indians (NCAI) was
established in 1944 and is the oldest and largest national organization of American
Indian and Alaska Native tribal governments; and

WHEREAS, the Native American Housing Assistance and Self-Determination
Act (NAHASDA), 25 U.S.C. 8§ 4101 et seq.., requires recipients to maintain adequate
insurance coverage for housing unites assisted by federal block grants; and

WHEREAS, the federal government’s regulations implementing NAHASDA,
25 C.F.R. § 1000.138, permit recipients to satisfy this requirement through either the
purchase of insurance or a plan of self-insurance; and

WHEREAS, with the support of the United States Department of Housing and
Urban Development (HUD), the National American Indian Housing Council (NAIHC)
in 1986 formed and Indian housing risk pool, known as AMERIND Risk Management
Corporation (AMERIND), as a plan of self-insurance, to provide the coverage
required by federal law; and

WHEREAS, the federa regulations implementing NAHASDA do not
currently address the requirements for a plan of self-insurance, such as Indian housing
risk pool; and

WHEREAS, before the enactment of NAHASDA, HUD authorized,
approved, and regulated Indian housing risk pools, such as AMERIND, under
provisions implementing the United States Housing Act of 1937, but those provisions
were not carried over to NAHASDA; and
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WHEREAS, NAIHC's members, comprised of Indian housing authorities and tribally
designated housing entities, desire a regulatory provision authorizing, approving and regulating
Indian Housing risk pools to protect pool assets and to provide a uniform national rule governing
Indian housing risk pools; and

WHEREAS, NAIHC findsit in their best interest to request HUD to promulgate a federa
regulation setting forth requirements for Indian housing risk pools.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the NCAI does hereby support the
efforts by AMERIND and NAIHC to negotiate a uniform nationa rule or rules authorizing,
approving and regulating Indian housing risk pools.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution shall be the policy of NCAI until it
iswithdrawn or modified by subsequent resolution.

CERTIFICATION

The foregoing resolution was adopted at the 60™ Annual Session of the National Congress of
American Indians, held at the Albuquerque Convention Center, Albuquerque, New Mexico, on
November 21, 2003 with a quorum present.

President

ATTEST:

Recording Secretary

Adopted by the General Assembly during 60" Annual Session of the National Congress of
American Indians, held in Albuquerque, New Mexico, from November 17-21, 2003.
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