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The National Congress of American Indians 

Resolution #TUL-05-006 
 

TITLE: Increase IHS Sanitation Construction by $20 Million 

 

 

WHEREAS, we, the members of the National Congress of American Indians 
of the United States, invoking the divine blessing of the Creator upon our efforts and 
purposes, in order to preserve for ourselves and our descendants the inherent 
sovereign rights of our Indian nations, rights secured under Indian treaties and 
agreements with the United States, and all other rights and benefits to which we are 
entitled under the laws and Constitution of the United States, to enlighten the public 
toward a better understanding of the Indian people, to preserve Indian cultural values, 
and otherwise promote the health, safety and welfare of the Indian people, do hereby 
establish and submit the following resolution; and 
 

WHEREAS, the National Congress of American Indians (NCAI) was 
established in 1944 and is the oldest and largest national organization of American 
Indian and Alaska Native tribal governments; and 

 
 WHEREAS, approximately 92% of Alaska Native and American Indian 
homes have been provided sanitation facilities since the inception of the IHS 
sanitation construction program, but roughly 8% of homes still lack a safe indoor 
water supply, compared to 1% of all U.S. homes; and 
 
 WHEREAS, increasing water and sewer appropriation would specifically 
provide safe water and waste disposal to an estimated 22,000 homes, an increase of 
2,600 more homes than served in 2003; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the most significant needs in AI/AN communities with respect 
to water, sewer, and solid waste projects are:   
 

• Ability to plan and pay for on-going operation and maintenance of systems 
with state-funded programs, such as the Remote Maintenance Worker (RMW) 
and Rural Utility Business Advisor Program (RUBA). 

 

• Technical, financial, and managerial capacity building with regard to 
sanitation needs, empowering remote communities to manage and operate 
their systems in an effective manner for the expected life of the systems. 

 

• Adequate funding and support to plan, design, construct, operate and maintain 
community based rural sanitation projects for sewer, water, and solid waste. 

 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the NCAI does hereby 

support an increase to the FY’06 President’s budget request for IHS Sanitation 
Construction by $20 million; and for such funding to be designated for Solid Waste 
Management; and 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the NCAI does hereby support the request that 

such funding go to solid waste management programs and projects that are not eligible for 
existing funding sources; and 
 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that this resolution shall be the policy of NCAI until it 
is withdrawn or modified by subsequent resolution. 

 

 

 

CERTIFICATION 

 
The foregoing resolution was adopted at the 2005 Annual Session of the National Congress of 
American Indians, held at the 62nd Annual Convention in Tulsa, Oklahoma on November 4, 2005                                                                          
with a quorum present. 

 
 

____________________________________ 
President 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

_______________________________________ 
Recording Secretary 

 
Adopted by the General Assembly during the 2005 Annual Session of the National 

Congress of American Indians held from October 30, 2005 to November 4, 2005 at the 
Convention Center in Tulsa, Oklahoma. 


