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The National Congress of American Indians
Resolution #ABQ-03-021

Title: Head Start Reauthorization

WHEREAS, we, the members of the National Congress of American Indians
of the United States, invoking the divine blessing of the Creator upon our efforts and
purposes, in order to preserve for ourselves and our descendants the inherent
sovereign rights of our Indian nations, rights secured under Indian treaties and
agreements with the United States, and all other rights and benefits to which we are
entitled under the laws and Constitution of the United States, to enlighten the public
toward a better understanding of the Indian people, to preserve Indian cultural values,
and otherwise promote the health, safety and welfare of the Indian people, do hereby
establish and submit the following resolution; and

WHEREAS, the National Congress of American Indians (NCAI) was
established in 1944 and is the oldest and largest national organization of American
Indian and Alaska Native tribal governments; and

WHEREAS, the Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Committee
and Senate Committee on Indian Affairs have introduced SB 1483, 1469, 1474, and
SB 2210 to reauthorize Head Start; and

WHEREAS, these bills continue to exclude key provisions to ensure Head
Start program success and responsive to quality teacher training needs; and

WHEREAS, currently, the Indian Head Start program and the
Migrant/Seasonal Head Start program are administered as separate regions within the
Head Start Bureau. The unique needs of Indian programs require the support of
individuals and organizations that have knowledge and expertise working with tribal
grantees. State and local programs do not have the capacity to develop and support
such expertise; and

WHEREAS, NCAI supports increased degree requirements, but due to the
unique circumstances of Indian Country, including the remote location of many
reservations, urge flexibility in the application of those requirements to Indian
Country; and

WHEREAS, NCAI supports expanded distance learning opportunities for
Tribes as one way to address the difficulties in meeting degree requirements; and

WHEREAS, a statutorily mandated increase in the set-aside for Indian Head
Start to 4% would give American Indian and Alaska Native programs the tools
necessary to make truly significant progress in addressing the unique and challenging
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NCAI 60" Annual Session Resolution #ABQ-03-021

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the NCAI does hereby support Head
Start reauthorization language that adequately funds costs to meet teacher qualification mandates
and further opposes al efforts to block grant Head Start to states.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the NCAI does hereby support and recommend an
increase in the set-aside for Indian Head Start to 4% and adequate funding for tribally controlled
colleges and universities specifically for distance learning.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the NCAI recommends that, in addition to
providing a period for new hires to enter and complete a degree program (see H.R. 2210, Section
112), that there also be a provision for the Secretary to waive requirements in specific situations
at the recommendation of an Indian Head Start program

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that this resolution shall be the policy of NCAI until it
iswithdrawn or modified by subsequent resolution.

CERTIFICATION

The foregoing resolution was adopted at the 60™ Annual Session of the National Congress of
American Indians, held at the Albuquerque Convention Center, Albuquerque, New Mexico, on
November 21, 2003 with a quorum present.

President

ATTEST:

Recording Secretary

Adopted by the General Assembly during 60" Annual Session of the Nationa Congress of
American Indians, held in Albuquerque, New Mexico, from November 17-21, 2003.
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