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NATIONAL CONGRESS OF AMERICAN INDIANS

The National Congress of American Indians
Resolution #TUL-05-078

TITLE: Support Reauthorization under Title VIII of the Native American
Housing Assistance and Self-Determination Act

WHEREAS, we, the members of the National Congress of American Indians
of the United States, invoking the divine blessing of the Creator upon our efforts and
purposes, in order to preserve for ourselves and our descendants the inherent
sovereign rights of our Indian nations, rights secured under Indian treaties and
agreements with the United States, and all other rights and benefits to which we are
entitled under the laws and Constitution of the United States, to enlighten the public
toward a better understanding of the Indian people, to preserve Indian cultural values,
and otherwise promote the health, safety and welfare of the Indian people, do hereby
establish and submit the following resolution; and

WHEREAS, the National Congress of American Indians (NCAI) was
established in 1944 and is the oldest and largest national organization of American
Indian and Alaska Native tribal governments; and

WHEREAS, in 2000 Congress enacted Title VIII of Native American
Housing Assistance and Self-Determination Act (NAHASDA) in Public Law 106-568,
creating the Native Hawaiian Housing Block Grant as a separately funded housing
program; and

WHEREAS, Title VIII of NAHASDA was enacted to recognize the political
relationship between the United States and the Native Hawaiian people as affirmed in
various federal statutes and to address the extraordinarily severe housing needs of
Native Hawaiians; and

WHEREAS, despite the intent of Congress to address the housing needs of
Native Hawaiians through the enactment of the Hawaiian Homes Commission Act of
1920, the interpretation of subsequently enacted federal housing laws had prevented
federal housing assistance, intended for all eligible Americans, from being made
available to address needs for housing and infrastructure development on the
Hawaiian Home Lands; and

WHEREAS, Title VIII of NAHASDA expires in FY 2005 after an initial five
year authorization; and

WHEREAS, to date, Native Hawaiians have not been authorized to utilize the
leveraging potential of the Title VI loan guarantee program in spite of a growing need
for funds and diminishing federal budgets; and
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WHEREAS, as with creation of the Native Hawaiian Housing Block Grant, the Hawaiian
Congressional delegation have agreed that Native Hawaiians shall not compete with American
Indians and Alaska Natives for scarce federal funds, thereby necessitating a separate subsidy
account for Title VI loan guarantees for Native Hawaiians under NAHASDA.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the NCAI does hereby support and
advocate for the reauthorization of federal housing assistance for Native Hawaiians under Title
VIII of the Native American Housing Assistance and Self Determination Act through fiscal year
2010, including provision for accessing Title VI loan guarantee funds under a separate subsidy
specifically for use by and for Native Hawaiians; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution shall be the policy of NCAI until it
is withdrawn or modified by subsequent resolution.

CERTIFICATION
The foregoing resolution was adopted at the 2005 Annual Session of the National Congress of

American Indians, held at the 62" Annual Convention in Tulsa, Oklahoma on November 4, 2005
with a quorum present.

Joe Wresident

ATTEST:

Juana Majel, Recording Secretary
Adopted by the General Assembly during the 2005 Annual Session of the National

Congress of American Indians held from October 30, 2005 to November 4, 2005 at the
Convention Center in Tulsa, Oklahoma.
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