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THE NATIONAL CONGRESS OF 
AMERICAN INDIANS 

 
RESOLUTION #SD-02-107C 

 
Title: To Endorse the NCAI TEA-21 Reauthorization Tribal Leaders’ 
 “White Paper” and Preliminary Legislative Proposal Entitled:  
 “The Tribal Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century,” to 
 Increase and More Equitably Distribute Highway Trust Funds in 
 Indian Country 
 

WHEREAS, we, the members of the National Congress of American 
Indians of the United States, invoking the divine blessing of the Creator upon our 
efforts and purposes, in order to preserve for ourselves and our descendants the 
inherent sovereign rights of our Indian nations, rights secured under Indian 
treaties and agreements with the United States, and all other rights and benefits to 
which we are entitled under the laws and Constitution of the United States, to 
enlighten the public toward a better understanding of the Indian people and their 
way of life, to preserve Indian cultural values, and otherwise promote the health, 
safety and welfare of the Indian people, do hereby establish and submit the 
following resolution; and 
 

WHEREAS, the National Congress of American Indians (NCAI) was 
established in 1944 and is the oldest and largest national organization of American 
Indian and Alaska Native tribal governments; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century (TEA21) 
expires in FY 2003 and Congress and the Administration have already begun to 
develop reauthorization legislation to govern Federal transportation policy for the 
next six years; and 
 

WHEREAS, NCAI established the TEA-21 Reauthorization Task Force 
to identify tribal transportation priorities and needs facing Indian tribal 
governments; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Task Force has met on numerous occasions to develop a 
consensus set of Tribal transportation policies and proposed amendments to 
TEA-21 to increase funding for the Tribal Transportation Program (formerly the 
Indian Reservation Roads (IRR) Program) and to more equitably allocate such 
funds among all Indian tribes for the consideration of tribal leaders; and 
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 WHEREAS, NCAI and tribal officials have met with members of Congress, the authorizing 
committees’ staff, and Administration officials to share tribal concerns regarding transportation 
priorities in Indian country and NCAI convened a national conference of Tribal, Federal, State and 
local transportation officials in Washington, D.C. in September 2002, to share with Tribal officials 
the work product of the Task Force and begin the legislative drafting process so that Indian tribes 
could fully participate in the National debate on transportation priorities with Congress and the 
Administration; and 
 
 WHEREAS, a tribal leadership “White Paper” has been developed, together with proposed 
preliminary legislative amendments to TEA-21 which increase funding for the Tribal Transportation 
Program and facilitates greater Tribal control of transportation policies serving Indian country 
whether under P.L. 93-638 or when performed by the BIA, so that Indian tribal governments can 
develop sound transportation policies for their communities. 
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the NCAI does hereby endorse the Task 
Force “White Paper”; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the preliminary legislative amendments entitled 

“The Tribal Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century” shall be provided to the Tribal 
leadership for review, comment and finalization; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the NCAI respectfully urges the Administration 
and Congress to consider Tribal transportation priorities as they take up reauthorization of TEA-21; 
and 

 
BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that this resolution shall be the policy of NCAI until it is 

withdrawn or modified by subsequent resolution. 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 

The foregoing resolution was adopted at the 2002 Annual Session of the National Congress 
of American Indians, held at the Town and Country Convention Center, in San Diego, California on 
November 10-15, 2002 with a quorum present. 
 
 

_______________________________  
Tex Hall, President 

ATTEST: 
 
 
  
Juana Majel, Recording Secretary 
 

Adopted by the General Assembly during the 2002 Annual Session of the National Congress 
of American Indians, held at the Town and Country Convention Center, in San Diego, California on 
November 10-15, 2002.  


