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The National Congress of American Indians 

Resolution #PHX-08-035 
 

TITLE: Support for the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 

Peoples 

 

 

WHEREAS, we, the members of the National Congress of American Indians 

of the United States, invoking the divine blessing of the Creator upon our efforts and 

purposes, in order to preserve for ourselves and our descendants the inherent 

sovereign rights of our Indian nations, rights secured under Indian treaties and 

agreements with the United States, and all other rights and benefits to which we are 

entitled under the laws and Constitution of the United States, to enlighten the public 

toward a better understanding of the Indian people, to preserve Indian cultural values, 

and otherwise promote the health, safety and welfare of the Indian people, do hereby 

establish and submit the following resolution; and 

 

WHEREAS, the National Congress of American Indians (NCAI) was 

established in 1944 and is the oldest and largest national organization of American 

Indian and Alaska Native tribal governments; and 

 

WHEREAS, on September 13, 2007 the General Assembly of the United 

Nations adopted a landmark declaration outlining the rights of the world's estimated 

370 million indigenous people, those people native to an area, and outlawing 

discrimination against them; and 

 

WHEREAS, the declaration by the United Nations supports and reinforces the 

respect and protection of full self-determination rights by and on behalf of US Tribal 

Nations as well as the protection of tribal lands and treaties as a matter of international 

law and policy and is therefore in the vital interests of all US Tribal Nations; and 

 

WHEREAS, the nonbinding declaration expresses the individual and 

collective rights of indigenous peoples, as well as their rights that pertain to culture, 

identity, language, employment, health, education, and other issues; and 

 

WHEREAS, in considering the rights of indigenous people everywhere, the 

declaration also holds that discrimination against indigenous people should be 

abolished and that promotion of their full and effective participation in all matters that 

concern them should be encouraged; and 

 

WHEREAS, the right to remain distinct and to pursue their own visions of 

economic and social development is vital according to this declaration; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the declaration expresses the rights of indigenous peoples to 

participate in the decision-making process in matters which would affect their rights.  
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NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the NCAI does hereby support the 

United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples; and  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the NCAI hereby supports that this Resolution 

shall be sent to all states Governors and legislators for support through their legislature for 

memorial resolutions to the Congress of the United States; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the NCAI calls upon the United States to sign the 

declaration; and 

 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that this resolution shall be the policy of NCAI until it is 

withdrawn or modified by subsequent resolution. 

 

 

 

CERTIFICATION 

 

The foregoing resolution was adopted by the General Assembly at the 2008 Annual Session of the 

National Congress of American Indians, held at the Phoenix Convention Center in Phoenix, 

Arizona on October 19-24, 2008, with a quorum present. 

 

  

              

President   

ATTEST: 

 

       

Recording Secretary 
 
 
 


