
EX EC UT I V E CO MM I T T EE 
 

PRESIDENT 
Brian Cladoosby 
Swinomish Indian Tribal Community 
 

FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT 
Randy Noka 
Narragansett Tribe 
 

RECORDING SECRETARY 
Robert Shepherd 
Sisseton Wahpeton Oyate 
 

TREASURER 
Dennis Welsh 
Colorado River Indian Tribes 
 
 

REG ION A L  VI CE-
PR ES ID EN TS 
 

ALASKA 
Jerry Isaac 
Tanana Chiefs Conference 
 

EASTERN OKLAHOMA 
S. Joe Crittenden 
Cherokee Nation 
 

GREAT PLAINS 
Leander McDonald 
Spirit Lake Tribe 
 

MIDWEST 
Aaron Payment 
Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians  
 

NORTHEAST 
Lance Gumbs 
Shinnecock Indian Nation 
 

NORTHWEST 
Fawn Sharp 
Quinault Indian Nation 
 

PACIFIC 
Rosemary Morillo 
Soboba Band of Mission Indians 
 

ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
Ivan Posey 
Eastern Shoshone Tribe 
 

SOUTHEAST 
Ron Richardson 
Haliwa-Saponi Indian Tribe 
 

SOUTHERN PLAINS 
Stephen Smith 
Kiowa Tribe of Oklahoma 
 

SOUTHWEST 
Manuel Heart 
Ute Mountain Ute Tribe 
 

WESTERN 
Arlan Melendez 
Reno Sparks Indian Colony 
 
 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Jacqueline Johnson Pata 
Tlingit 
 
 

NCAI HEADQUARTERS 
1516 P Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC  20005 
202.466.7767 
202.466.7797 fax 
w w w . n c a i . o r g  
 

                  N A T I O N A L   C O N G R E S S   O F   A M E R I C A N   I N D I A N S 
 
 

 
The National Congress of American Indians 

Resolution #ATL-14-005 
 

TITLE: Request to Obama Administration for Full and Permanent Funding of 
the Historic Preservation Fund  

 
WHEREAS, we, the members of the National Congress of American Indians 

of the United States, invoking the divine blessing of the Creator upon our efforts and 
purposes, in order to preserve for ourselves and our descendants the inherent sovereign 
rights of our Indian nations, rights secured under Indian treaties and agreements with 
the United States, and all other rights and benefits to which we are entitled under the 
laws and Constitution of the United States, to enlighten the public toward a better 
understanding of the Indian people, to preserve Indian cultural values, and otherwise 
promote the health, safety and welfare of the Indian people, do hereby establish and 
submit the following resolution; and 
 

WHEREAS, the National Congress of American Indians (NCAI) was 
established in 1944 and is the oldest and largest national organization of American 
Indian and Alaska Native tribal governments; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Fund (HPF) established by the National 

Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) funds a broad range of activities carried out by 
State Historic Preservation Officers (SHPOs) and Tribal Historic Preservation Officers 
(THPOs), including maintaining qualified staff to meet Section 106, Tax Act, 
preservation planning, and other key duties as part of the national historic preservation 
program; and 

  
WHEREAS, although the HPF is authorized at $150 million annually, funding 

has never reached this level and considerably lower annual appropriations continue to 
have extremely negative impacts on the ability THPOs to maintain effective 
organizations and carry out their responsibilities under NHPA; and  

 
WHEREAS, the underfunding of HPF has had a particularly acute impact on 

Indian tribes, who have less than $9 million annually to be divided among 157 
THPOs; and 

 
WHEREAS, the ACHP, federal agencies, and stakeholders have a critical 

interest in ensuring that THPOs are funded at levels sufficient to ensure their effective 
participation in Section 106 consultation and other national priorities; and  

 
WHEREAS, THPOs also need predictable funding to continue to identify 

properties worthy of preservation and manage such information with modern digital 
technology. 
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NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that NCAI strongly encourages the 
Administration to seek full and permanent funding of the HPF at its authorized level in the 
President's budget for FY 2016 and beyond; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution shall be the policy of NCAI until it is 

withdrawn or modified by subsequent resolution. 
 

 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 
The foregoing resolution was adopted by the General Assembly at the 2014 Annual Session of the 
National Congress of American Indians, held at the Hyatt Regency Atlanta, October 26-31, 2014 in 
Atlanta, Georgia, with a quorum present. 
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