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The National Congress of American Indians 
Resolution #ABQ-03-009 

 
TITLE:   A Resolution Supporting Expanded Authority for Tribes to Issue 

Tax-Exempt Debt for Housing Purposes. 
 
 
WHEREAS, we, the members of the National Congress of American Indians 

of the United States, invoking the divine blessing of the Creator upon our efforts and 
purposes, in order to preserve for ourselves and our descendants the inherent 
sovereign rights of our Indian nations, rights secured under Indian treaties and 
agreements with the United States, and all other rights and benefits to which we are 
entitled under the laws and Constitution of the United States, to enlighten the public 
toward a better understanding of the Indian people, to preserve Indian cultural values, 
and otherwise promote the health, safety and welfare of the Indian people, do hereby 
establish and submit the following resolution; and 
 

WHEREAS, the National Congress of American Indians (NCAI) was 
established in 1944 and is the oldest and largest national organization of American 
Indian and Alaska Native tribal governments; and 

 
WHEREAS, tribal governments face a critical housing shortage on reservation 

lands as well as an immediate need for economic development in Native communities; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, to address the serious needs of development in Indian country, 

the Tribes need the ability to access the capital markets to fund housing, schools, 
roads, power generation facilities and other infrastructure and community 
development projects; and 

 
WHEREAS, under current law, Tribes can only issue private activity bonds 

for purposes related to the ownership or improvement of a manufacturing facility; and 
 
WHEREAS, housing, schools, roads and other economic and community 

development uses are not allowed under the current law. 
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the NCAI does hereby 
support proposed legislation (S. 1542) authorizing expanded tribal ability to issue tax-
exempt debt be passed by Congress in order to improve access to capital for 
construction, maintenance and operation of housing and housing related economic 
development by Native Americans in all areas of the country. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution shall be the policy of 
NCAI until it is withdrawn or modified by subsequent resolution. 

 
 
 



NCAI 60th Annual Session                                                                                   Resolution #ABQ-03-009 

 
Page 2 of 2 

 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 
 
The foregoing resolution was adopted at the 60th Annual Session of the National Congress of 
American Indians, held at the Albuquerque Convention Center, Albuquerque, New Mexico, on 
November 21, 2003 with a quorum present. 
 
 
 

____________________________ 
President 

 
ATTEST: 
 
 
____________________________ 
Recording Secretary 
 
Adopted by the General Assembly during 60th Annual Session of the National Congress of 
American Indians, held in Albuquerque, New Mexico, from November 17-21, 2003. 

 
 


