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GOAL: 
Research public opinion and inform narrative 
and cultural strategies that will shift public 
perceptions and win hearts and minds to 
catalyze transformative change.

Reclaiming Native 

Truth will set the 

stage for the next 

phase and long-term 

to result in:
• Improved accuracy of portrayals in the media 

and entertainment
• Authentic storytelling and new narratives in 

pop culture and media that can lead to greater 
cultural shifts

• Greater inclusion in 
government decision-making

• Increased support for key issues and policies 
important to Indian Country

• Inclusion of accurate history in K-12 educational 
curricula

• Increased social and philanthropic investment 
in Native communities, innovation and Native-
led solutions

• Increased self-esteem, hope and opportunities 
for Native youth to realize their full potential

Reclaiming Native Truth is an unprecedented national project to transform the 

way society, institutions, popular culture and Americans perceive Native 

Americans that can lead to equity, inclusion, accurate representation, policy 

change and social justice.





Focus Groups



• People fall back on media tropes of the savage/ noble warrior or 

reports of negative outcomes such as poverty and alcoholism 

rather than seeing Indians in everyday, contemporary roles. 

• They underestimate the degree of current discrimination.

• Believe population is declining because they do not see or hear 

much in popular culture and media.

• The majority of respondents (focus groups and national poll) 

admit they do not know any Native Americans.

• Perceptions of Native Americans formed for most participants in: 

1) K-12 education;

2) Popular Culture; 

3) Media

• The majority of participants across the country had basic 

knowledge of Standing Rock and were supportive of the 

tribe’s fight ”to protect its land and water,” across all 

demographics, political affiliations.

• Standing Rock created a major disruption in dominant narratives 

and opened new space for interest in, support for Native 

American issues. 

• Issue of invisibility of Native Americans found to be equally if not 

more damaging than myths, misconceptions and stereotypes 

and was a strong indicator for continued bias, lack of support for 

social justice for Native Americans.

Summary of Research Findings: Focus Groups



Summary of Research Findings: Focus Groups

 While many people of color see a shared history of 
discrimination, many of the same biases emerge among 
people of color. Moreover, there is some tension from 
the belief that Native Americans receive more benefits 
than other minority groups.

 History has a role in re-writing the narrative. Most 
people know Native Americans were oppressed and 
had their land stolen, but the depth and breadth of 
this violence is underappreciated. It is also critical to 
make plain that the injustice did not end in the 19th

Century.
 Focus group participants who were reminded of the 

challenges and obstacles faced by Native Americans, 
particularly around modern injustices, were found to 
be more open-minded toward changing the narrative 
and how Native Americans are treated. 



Judicial Interviews

• While federal courts routinely render significant decisions that have huge 

impacts on the health, welfare, and self-government of Tribal Nations and 

their citizens, the majority of the individuals who render these decisions 

have little to no experience with tribal nations and/or American Indians. 

• Of the 874 authorized Article III judges in the United States, only one tribal 

citizen sits on the federal bench. 

• Troubling examples of bias were evidenced in interviews with judges, law 

clerks and law professors interviewed.

Social media analysis

• In many online debates around Native American issues, non-Native voices 

divide along partisan and ideological lines, creating gridlock and amplified 

rhetoric especially when they hear Native Americans are on both sides of 

the debate. 

• Many social media users are looking to learn more about how to respect 

Native Americans. 

Preliminary Findings: Judicial Interviews & Social 
Listening



• 3,200 adults age 18 & above. Nationally representative with 
oversamples of African Americans, Hispanics, and Asian American 
Pacific Islanders, as well as the states of Michigan, Mississippi, and 
New Mexico 

• 72% believe it is necessary that to make significant changes to school 
curriculum on Native American history and culture. 

• Even among conservatives, 64% support increasing resources to 
reduce poverty and improve health care and education. 

• 53% believes that the government gives benefits to Native Americans 
just for being Native American that are not available to other minority 
groups.

• Only 36% believe Native peoples face a great deal of discrimination 
which indicates the level of discrimination is underestimated
compared to other groups.

• The more respondents were unaware or in denial of the prejudice, 
bias, and discrimination faced by Native American, the less they 
support issues related to Native Americans. 

Findings: National Phone Survey





*For the purposes of the research, “Indian Country are cities where focus groups were 

conducted that are in close proximity to reservations.













*”Indian Country” for the purposes of this research project denotes areas in close 
proximity to reservations where focus groups were conducted















Creating New Narratives
• In December 2017, RNT presented the 

research findings to more than 150 

Indian Country stakeholders and allies 

for feedback

• Feedback: 1) Need to include more 

research on the impact of Standing 

Rock; 2) Conduct asset mapping in 

Indian Country to include work of 

other Native organizations working on 

narrative change; and 3) RNT needs to 

work with Native writers, artists and 

storytellers to create the new 

narrative informed by RNT research

• RNT heard this mandate and 

completed all these action items 

• Highlight: In February 2018, RNT 

convened 20 Native artists, 

filmmakers, writers, playwrights, 

fashion designers, academics, 

messaging experts, journalists and 

Indian Country pop culture influencers 

to review the research and help 

develop the concepts to inform a new 

narrative.







SPOILER ALERT…

THE NEW NARRATIVE 
WORKS!!!













































Next Steps
• Reclaiming Native Truth officially concluded on May 31, 2018

• By mid-June, Reclaiming Native Truth will disseminate all of the research findings, 

message guides for Indian Country and allies, a campaign plan and raw data 

• Primary goal to give data to Indian Country to use in their work

• Phase 2: ”Movement of many movements.” The next phase will be dedicated to 

building a coalition and network of Native organizations, tribes, activists, youth, 

other Native stakeholders and allies to continue to coordinate on narrative change 

goals that can in time lead to policy change, and change that impacts the lives of 

Native peoples, tribes and youth in a good way

• Many thanks to our National Advisory Committee comprised of Native 

organizations, tribal leaders, activists and allies, including NCAI

• Additional thanks to the more than 150 Native leaders from across diverse 

communities and issues in Indian Country and allies that contributed to this 

project.

• Next phase will have a new name and brand identity. Please consider joining this 

movement to change the narrative!

• Stay tuned…www.reclaimingnativetruth.com will be live soon



• $3.3 million total 

raised

• W.K. Kellogg 

Foundation’s $2.5 

million investment 

the Foundation’s 

largest investment 

in narrative 

change work to 

date

• $200,000+ 

invested by 

individuals, Native 

organizations, 

tribes and 

anonymous donors



Thank You!

Reclaiming Native Truth 
Project Co-Leaders


