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Purpose: The ability to communicate and share ideas is fundamental to the health, safety, 

education, and economic well-being of Native communities. This most fundamental right must 

be preserved and enhanced for tribal nations and in tribal communities. Better access to 

telecommunications promotes vibrant economies while preserving cultural traditions and ways 

of life through enhancing our ability to communicate. New and existing programs continue to 

increase native ownership, representation, and access to telecommunications. Additionally, 

bipartisan Congressional support for an infrastructure package provides opportunities for the 

creation of new tribal programs and enhancement of existing programs. This breakout session 

will provide an overview of telecommunications programs, funding, training, and technical 

assistance opportunities available to bridge the digital divide in Indian Country. 

 

1. Introductions 

2. Identifying Goals and Assessing Community Need 

3. Assessing Current Capacity 

4. Where to Find the Money 

5. Where to Find Technical Assistance 

6. Time Cycles for Plan Implementation – When to Do What 

7. Adjourn 


